
School transport  
  
144. This guidance is intended to inform local authority planning of school transport services. 
Local authorities are responsible for implementation of this section of the guidance, working 
with the operators with whom they contract to ensure necessary measures are put in place 
in line with risk assessments (which should involve appropriate consultation with trade 
unions and staff). Parents and school staff should all play a role in educating children and 
young people on acceptable behaviour on school and public transport.  
  
145. This guidance has been informed by the scientific advice of the COVID-19 Advisory 
Sub Group on Education and Children’s issues, published on 16 July, and updated advice 
on face coverings received from the Sub Group in w/c 24 August 2020. The key messages 
from the scientific advice include:  
  

 Dedicated school transport should be regarded as an extension of the school estate and it 
is not necessary to maintain distance between children and young people of all ages 
(subject to continued low levels of infection within Scotland).  
  

 Important mitigations include: hygiene, ventilation, improved cleaning regimes including 
regular and thorough cleaning of surfaces, and regular handwashing. Hand sanitising should 
be required for everyone prior to boarding dedicated school transport and schools should 
also consider a process for children and young people which enables them to wash their 
hands immediately on arrival (as is the case for all children and young people), dispose of 
temporary face coverings in a covered bin or place reusable face coverings in a plastic bag 
they can take home with them, and then wash their hands again. Effective from 31st August, 
face coverings should be worn on dedicated school transport (subject to exemptions), to 
align with the position on public transport.  
  

 Children, young people and adults must not board dedicated school or public transport if 
they, or a member of their household, have symptoms of COVID-19. If a child or young 
person develops symptoms while at school they will be sent home. They must not travel on 
regular home-to-school transport. The school should contact the parent/carer who should 
make appropriate and safe arrangements to collect the child or young person. In this 
situation, the wearing of a face covering by the child or young person on the journey home is 
strongly advised.  
 


